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Theater Etiquette
Out of respect for our performers and the performance facility, please 
consider the following: 

Once the audience has been seated and the performance has begun, •	
please wait until intermission to exit. 

Please silence your cell phones.•	

Concessions will be available during intermission in the auditorium •	
lobby. Food and beverages should be consumed outside in the lobby 
only. Please discard all wrappers and bottles in the proper waste bin.

When the lights dim, please refrain from conversation.•	

Please refrain from flash photography. It is distracting to performers •	
and audience members alike.

Cast, crew, and pit members will be available in the new gym •	
following the performance.

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production 
is strictly prohibited.
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	 Music by	 Lyrics by	 Book by 
	 Alan Menken	 Jack Feldman	 Harvey Fierstein

	 Based on the Disney Film written by Bob Tzudiker and Noni White

Originally produced on Broadway by 
Disney Theatrical Productions

Orchestrations by Danny Troob 
Incidental Music & Vocal Arrangements by Michael Kosarin 

Dance Arrangements by Mark Hummel

Grand Ledge High School 
presents
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Act One
Santa Fe (Prologue).............................................................. Jack and Crutchie
Carrying the Banner................................................................... Newsies, Nuns
The Bottom Line.................. Pulitzer, Seitz, Bunsen, Hannah and Nunzio
That’s Rich................................................................................................. Medda
I Never Planned on You/Don’t Com A-Knocking..... Jack, Katherine and 
Bowery Beauties
The World Will Know.................................... Jack ,Davey, Les and Newsies
Watch What Happens........................................................................Katherine
Seize the Day...............................................................Davey, Jack and Newsies
Santa Fe.............................................................................................................Jack

Act Two
King of New York................................Race, Davey, Katherine and Newsies
Letter from the Refuge.........................................................................Crutchie
Watch What Happens (Reprise)................Jack, Davey, Katherine and Les
The Bottom Line (Reprise)...................................Pulitzer, Seitz and Mayor
Brooklyn’s Here...................................................... Spot Conlon and Newsies
Something to Believe In.................................................... Jack and Katherine
Once and For All.... Jack, Davey, Les, Katherine, Darcy, Bill and Newsies
Finale......................................................................................Jack and Company
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Production Team
Director/Choreographer................................................................Tracy Clark
Vocal/Pit Orchestra Director.................................................... Sheri Petersen
Assistant Director/Choreographer.............................Amanda Hengesbach
Costumer............................................................................................ Erin Marsh
Production Manager.........................................................................Tonya Rice
Technical Supervisor........................................................................Tim Daniel
Rehearsal Pianist........................................................................... Mary Rodeck
Student Director/Stage Manager.................................................. Sara Peeper
Student Director/Prop Master................................................... Taryn Riekse
Student Choreographer/Dance Captain.................................... Travis Hunt
Student Costumer........................................................................... Sara Downs
Pit Orchestra Rehearsal........................................................ John Szczerowski
Program Designer/Photographer................................................Dan Rodeck
Poster/Graphic Designer................ Cyle Cornish, Lighthouse Sportswear
Show Photography.......................................................................Diana Shaltry
Video Promotions.....................................................................Michael Arnold
Construction Coordinator...........................................................David Smith
Props/Cast Meals...................................................................... Carmen Palmer
Promotion and Community Events.............................................. Sara Larner
Hair/Makeup.....................................Dawn Byers and Stephanie Masengale
Special Projects..................................................................................Chris Seigo
Newspaper Design..........................................Comets’ Tale Newspaper Staff

SPECIAL THANKS

We owe so much gratitude to so many amazing and talented parents. 
From sewing, to set construction, to cooking, driving, shopping, iron-
ing, and crafting. Your children have worked so hard to bring such an 
amazing story to life on stage, and none of it would have been possible 
without your support behind the scenes!

Thank you to the many NHS and NTHS students that have spent 
volunteer hours supporting this production!  

The biggest thanks to our amazing Grand Ledge Community and 
beyond for your continued support of the Arts! We get to do what we 
love because we have outstanding audiences to perform for! Thanks for 
coming and SEIZE THE DAY!
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Show Synopsis
Act One

As Jack Kelly is savoring the last few moments of quiet before the sun rises, he shares 
with his best friend Crutchie his rooftop view of the city and his dream for a better life 
out West. At dawn, the newsies sing about their life and their work, introducing this 
ramshackle group of young friends. They make their way to the distribution window 
for the World, where they pick up their daily stacks of papers to sell from Wiesel, who 
runs the window, and the Delancey brothers, goons who work for the World. Davey 
and Les, brothers trying to earn money for their family, meet the newsies and try to 
learn the ropes. Jack agrees to partner with the boys since Les’s young age will help him 
sell more papers, although Davey is skeptical.

Meanwhile, Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the World, expresses displeasure at the 
declining sales of his newspaper and vows to increase profits, even if it is at the expense 
of the newsies.

At the end of the day, before Jack and the brothers part ways, a man appears and 
chases Jack. Davey and Les follow Jack’s lead, running through the alleys of New York 
and finding safety in Medda’s Theater. Jack introduces them to Medda Larkin, one 
of the Bowery’s most famous performers. Jack explains that the man chasing them is 
named Snyder; he runs The Refuge, an orphanage that he keeps in squalid conditions 
and embezzles from. He’s had it out for Jack ever since he escaped. Medda offers her 
theater as a safe haven, and they stay to watch her perform.

During Medda’s performance, Jack notices Katherine, a bright young reporter he 
had seen earlier that day. Jack makes several attempts to flirt with her, but Katherine, 
quick-witted and ever-professional, cleverly rebuffs him. While the Bowery Beauties 
perform their routine, Jack resorts to sketching a portrait of Katherine, and leaves it 
for her to find.

The next day, as the newsies gather at the distribution window, the boys are 
outraged to learn that Pulitzer has increased their price for newspapers. Prompted by 
Davey, the newsies decide to form a union and strike.

After a successful first day of striking, union leader Jack Kelly assigns some kids to 
spread the word to newsies in other boroughs. Katherine arrives, hoping that the news-
ies will give her an exclusive for the Sun. Jack tells her to be at the distribution window 
the next morning; not only will the newsies prevent others from selling papers, but 
they plan to stop the delivery carts as well. He tells her that they all have a lot riding on 
her reporting skills, and Katherine gets to work writing her breakout article.

The next day, Jack arrives to find that only a few kids have assembled to strike. 
When scabs arrive to take the newsies’ place, Jack asks them to stand in solidarity with 
all the city’s exploited working children. The scabs throw down their papers, just in 
time for Katherine and her photographer to snap a victorious photo. But soon the 
newsies engage in a fight with the Delanceys, Wiesel, and the police. Snyder scares Jack 
away, but not before he watches the Delanceys take down Crutchie and carry him off 
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to The Refuge. Reaching the temporary safety of his rooftop, Jack paces, feeling guilty 
about leading the kids into danger. He looks out over the city and longs to escape.

 
Act Two

Battered and bruised, the newsies lament the previous day’s events at Jacobi’s Deli. 
Amid rumors that Jack was captured, several newsies wonder where he is. Katherine 
arrives with a copy of the story she published in the Sun, complete with a front-page 
picture of the newsies. Ecstatically, they thank her and celebrate their fame. Mean-
while, Crutchie writes a letter to Jack from The Refuge expressing that he feels no ill 
will toward Jack and urging the newsies to stick together.

Davey, Les, and Katherine find Jack back at Medda’s Theater and try to convince 
him to come back to the fight. Jack refuses, saying that they can’t win against a man as 
powerful as Pulitzer. The three convince Jack that theirs is a fight worth fighting; Jack 
finally agrees, and the kids plan a rally.

Discovering Katherine’s story, Pulitzer furiously resolves to take down Jack. Just 
then, a cocky Jack arrives to announce the newsies’ rally. Pulitzer assures Jack that 
no paper will cover it - and if it’s not in the press, it never happened. He then reveals 
Katherine, exposing her as his daughter, and Snyder, who emerges from the shadows. 
Pulitzer offers Jack a choice: get sent to The Refuge or renounce the strike and leave 
New York with pockets full of cash. The Delanceys escort Jack to the cellar, where an 
old printing press rests, to ponder his decision.

That evening, Brooklyn newsies cross the bridge with Spot Conlon, their leader, to 
join newsies from every borough at Medda’s theater for the rally. Davey gives an inspir-
ing speech, riling up the newsies about their progress. However, Jack appears and tells 
them to go back to work because they are no match for Pulitzer. Jack accepts his payoff 
money at the door and exits quickly.

On his rooftop, Jack finds Katherine looking through his drawings of The Refuge’s 
bleak conditions. He snatches them from her and they argue until she kisses him. 
Katherine shares her plan to have the newsies distribute an article which quotes Jack 
on the exploitation of working kids and calls for a citywide strike. 

With the help of Katherine and her well-connected friends, Darcy and Bill, the 
newsies sneak into Pulitzer’s cellar to print their paper - using the old printing press. 
The kids distribute the pamphlet all over the city.

Pulitzer’s office is flooded with angry calls from every corner of New York - Pu-
litzer is furious at the kids’ attempt to thwart him. Jack, Davey, and Spot show up to 
personally deliver the news and say that the kids are willing to make a compromise. 
Pulitzer refuses to back down until Governor Roosevelt appears with Katherine and 
Jack’s drawings of The Refuge. Alone, Jack and Pulitzer come to an agreement they 
can both live with - the price increase is reduced by half, and publishers will buy back 
any unsold papers. 

Outside, Jack announces the end of the strike. Crutchie appears amid the jubila-
tion, followed by a handcuffed Snyder. Despite his dreams for Santa Fe, Jack realizes 
that the newsies are his family and Katherine gives him something to believe in - so 
he’s staying put for now.
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Newsies Cast
in order of appearance

Jack Kelly.................................................................................. Josh Irwin*, Cameron Palmer**
Crutchie..........................................................................................................................Bella Seigo
Race........................................................................................................................... Sam Kuntzsch
Albert............................................................................................................................Travis Hunt
Specs............................................................................................................................Anna Konen
Henry.............................................................................................................................. JJ Sanchez
Finch..................................................................................................................Rebecca Ridenour
Romeo........................................................................................................................Max Schaefer
Elmer........................................................................................................................Leo Ackerman
Mush......................................................................................................................Isabel Browning
Buttons.................................................................................................................Mandy Williams
Tommy Boy...............................................................................................................Cole Bennett
Jo Jo...............................................................................................................................Bella Zoglio
Katherine................................................................ Hallie Ackerman*, Jacklyn VanderPloeg**
Nuns.......................................... Becca Bovee, Taegan Byers, Sydney Deal, Madeline Smith
Oscar..................................................................................................................... Foster Anderson
Morris......................................................................................................Mackenzie Rademacher
Wiesel.................................................................................................................. Joseph Olmstead
Policeman/Guard......................................................................................................Alex Karkau
Davey...........................................................................................................................Brandon Foy
Les..............................................................................................................................AJ Parseghian
Pulitzer.................................................................................Louis Konkoly*, Thomas Larner**
Seitz...............................................................................................................................Becca Bovee
Bunsen....................................................................................................................William Lanese
Hannah.................................................................................................................Madeline Smith
Nunzio................................................................................................................ Joseph Olmstead
Woman........................................................................................................................Taegan Byers
Snyder.............................................................................................................................Sara Peeper
Medda.............................................................................Pratiksha Boinapally*, Taryn Riekse**
Stage Manager................................................................................................................... Eli Mull
Bowery Beauties...........................Isabel Browning, Sara Downs, Anna Konen, Anna Vary
Ms. Jacobi..................................................................................................................Ella Boutwell
Scabs..................................................................... Lauren Auge, Keira Carlson, Nyah Ganton
Mayor................................................................................................................... Foster Anderson
Spot Conlon............................................................................................................ Bailey deSilva
Darcy............................................................................................................................Sydney Deal
Bill........................................................................................................................................ Eli Mull
Roosevelt............................................................................................................ Joseph Olmstead

* Blue Cast-Thursday evening, Saturday evening, Sunday matinee
**Gold Cast-Friday evening, Saturday matinee, Sunday evening
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Newsies Dancers
Sara Downs, Claire Fletcher, Nyah Ganton, Luke Huisken, Emma Landry, Erin 
Maher, Madelyn Marsh, Tatiana Mason, Lizzie Maurer, Ellie Saxton, Mia Thorne, An-
nalise Vary, Ava Wegenke, Ellie Wieber

Newsies Ensemble
Lauren Auge, Elysia Azzi, Emalie Blodgett, Hannah Campbell, Keira Carlson, Jennifer 
Dake, Abby Dennis, Bailey deSilva, Evan Landry, Brooke Lundie, Savannah Mauk, 
Sammy McDiarmid, Aaron Moore, Maria Perez, Katherine Platte, Aubrey Pretzel, 
Madelyn Prince, Theresa Rivet, Alyssa Shaltry, Adrian Slear, Maddie Smith, Logan 
Underhill, Ethan Wall, Emily Willson

Technical Crew
Sarah Bancroft, Melissa Bennett, Lindsey Bomgaars, Savannah Burgess, Sarah Cle-
ments, Kasey Enriquez, Sammy Filipich, Zoe Gibbs, Amara Hoddy, Anne-Marie 
Latorette, Isabella Lichtenstein, Riliegh McGeorge, Alexis Milligan, Raven Nava, 
Leigha Pardee, Hannah Perri, Heidi Reynolds, Presley Richardson, Mikayla Shaltry, 
Na’Vaeh Shessia, Abby Thorne, Naomi Tijerina, Makhayla Yockey, Lindsey Zarka
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Pit Orchestra
Shelby Hoskins........................................................................................................................ Flute 
Sidney Sparks..................................................................................................................... Clarinet 
Liam McCracken.............................................................................................................. Bassoon 
Philly Feldbausch............................................................................................ Alto/Soprano Sax 
Caleb Johnson.................................................................................................................. Trumpet 
Jason Shell....................................................................................................................... Trombone 
Jenny Huelskamp.......................................................................................................... Percussion 
Hunter Pouillon............................................................................................................ Percussion 
Payton Cole.............................................................................................................................Piano
Mary Rodeck..........................................................................................................................Piano
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Leo Ackerman Hallie Ackerman Foster Anderson

Cole Bennett

Ella BoutwellPratiksha BoinapallyEmalie Blodgett

Elysia AzziLauren Auge

Cast Photos
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Bailey deSilvaSydney Deal Abby Dennis

Jennifer DakeKeira CarlsonHannah Campbell

Taegen ByersIsabel BrowningBecca Bovee
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Sara Downs Claire Fletcher Brandon Foy

Travis Hunt

Anna KonenAlex KarkauJoshua Irwin

Luke HuiskenNyah Ganton
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Madelyn MarshBrooke Lundie Erin Maher

Thomas LarnerWilliam LaneseEvan Landry

Emma LandrySam KuntzschLouis Konkoly
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Tatiana Mason Savannah Mouk Elizabeth Maurer

Eli Mull

AJ ParseghianCameron PalmerJoseph Olmstead

Aaron MooreSammy McDiarmid
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Theresa RivetRebecca Ridenour Taryn Riekse

Mackenzie RademacherMadelyn PrinceAubrey Pretzel

Katherine PlatteMaria PerezSara Peeper
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JJ Sanchez Ellie Saxton Max Schaefer

Maddie Smith Mia ThorneMadeline Smith

Adrian SlearAlyssa ShaltryIsabelle Seigo
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Emily Willson

Ellie Wieber

Mandy Williams

Ava WegenkeEthan Wall

Annalise VaryJacklyn VanderPloegLogan Underhill

Bella Zoglio
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Best Wishes, William!

We love you,

Grandma Sallee and 
Grandpa Tom



30



31



32



33



34



35



36

Personals

Break a leg, Coach Becca! With love from your 7th grade GLAYC Squad

Congrats Keira! So proud of your skills and your spirit! Enjoy the experience!  Love, Mom, 
Michael, Miklas, Kaiden, Mena and Kyler

Keira—You were born for this. Since you were a wee one you were a singer, dancer, and actress. 
We couldn’t be more proud of you Keira for who you are and your skills. We love you! Papa and 
Grammy

Tesa, we are very proud of you. You light up our lives. Reach for the stars! Love, Mom, Dad, 
Cecilia, Russell, Paulina, Andrea, Lucia and Alicia

Good luck on this year’s production! Senator Rick Jones, 24th State District

Way to go Madelyn! We’re proud of you. Love, your family

Hallie and Leo—Here’s a big loud and proud shoutout for Hallie and Leo Ackerman!! Break a 
leg kids!! Let’s see that Ackerman shine!! Love, Gramma and Papa

Hallie—Watching you grow as a performer over the years has been an amazing experience. Keep 
working hard, and the future is yours! Dream big and shine bright! You make me so proud. 
Love, Mom

Leo—Your musical talents constantly amaze me, and I can’t wait to see where the future takes 
you. You bring such energy to your performances and make me so proud. Work hard and dream 
big! Love, Mom

Leo and Hallie—Loud and clear, the Ackermans are here! Have a great run of Newsies! You 
make us all proud, and we love you. Be awesome—we are watching! Lucy, Keely, Micah, Lance, 
and Mom

Brandon, I’m so very proud of you and can’t wait to see you as Davey! Don’t “break a leg” 
—PLEASE!  Love you more, Mom

Congratulations Samantha! You are a star and we are so proud of you. We love you very much. 
—Mom, Brad, Ben, Grandpa Eimer, Grandpa, Grandma, Uncle Phil, Lindsay, Aunt Monica, 
Uncle Joe, Jaden and Mia

Good luck, Sammy, we’re proud of you!—Dad, Tracie, Brad, Ben, and Mia

Isabella, you’ve been a bright light your entire life! Let your light shine tonight and every night. 
You are so loved and supported by your all your family. Break a leg, Crutchie! Oh, yeah, one 
more thing—Let’r rip Tater chip!

Dear Hannah, we are so proud of you, Granddaughter. Congratulations on your performance in 
“Newsies.” Love, Grandma and Grandpa Campbell
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Dear Hannah, congratulations on your performance in “Newsies.” You are so talented and you 
make us proud in everything you do. Love, Mom, Dad, Kayla & Laura

Dear Hannah, congratulations on your performance in “Newsies.” You put your whole heart 
into everything you do. We are so proud of you! Love, Grandma and Grandpa High

Ava, so excited to see you perform. We love you! Mom and Dad

Ava, best of luck in your first high school play. We love you. Grandpa & Grandma W.

Dance. Flip. Love. Live. Go Lizzie!  We love you! Mom, Dad, Alex, Megan and Avery

Good luck, Lizzie! We love you! Grandma and Grandpa Maurer, and Grandma and Grandpa 
Medendorp

We’re so proud of you, Joshua Irwin! Love from Grandpa and Grandma

Louis Konkoly, the Kane’s are so proud of you. Keep up the good work. Love, Grandma and 
Grandpa Kane, Aunts Lynnette and Shannon, Uncle Pat and Bonnie, Mom and Dad

Louis Konkoly, the Konkoly’s love coming to Michigan for the whole weekend. We can’t wait to 
see you as Pulitzer. Love, Pap, Aunt JoAnne, Aunt Judy and Uncle Mike, Aunt Janet and Uncle 
Todd, Dad and Mom

AJ Parseghian: Good luck! Your heart and intelligence will take you wherever you want to go. 
I’m so proud of you! Love, Aunt Kathy

Taryn, you make us so proud to be your big sisters! Have fun doing what your love most—
singing! We will be here cheering you on the whole time. Love, Sydney and Jenna

We think you are so incredible Dolly! Love you so much, Nanna and Pappa

We are so proud of you and can’t wait to watch you shine on stage, Ellie! Love you, Mom and 
Dad

Mackenzie, you are our shining star and you light up the stage. We are your biggest fans out in 
the audience. We love you! Love, Dad, Mom, Skylar, Blake, Grandma, Grammy and Grampy

You look beautiful as a Bowery Beauty Sara! We love watching you on stage - we are so proud of 
you! Love, Mom, Dad, and Jenna
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Grand Ledge High School 
Past Musicals

	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1971 
	 Oklahoma	 1972 
	 The Music Man	 1973 
	 The Sound of Music 	 1974 
	 The Fantastics	 1974 
	 You’re a Good Man,	  
	 Charlie Brown	 1975 
	 Kiss Me Kate	 1976 
	 Bye Bye Birdie	 1976 
	 Brigadoon	 1977 
	 Camelot	 1977 
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 1978 
	 Once Upon a Mattress	 1979 
	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1980 
	 Guys and Dolls	 1980 
	 My Fair Lady	 1981 
	 Carousel	 1982 
	 Godspell	 1983 
	 Hello Dolly	 1983 
	 The Sound of Music	 1984 
	 South Pacific	 1985 
	 Oklahoma	 1986 
	 The Music Man	 1987 
	 Godspell	 1988 
	 Brigadoon	 1988 
	 Once Upon A Mattress	 1989 
	 Annie	 1990 
	 The Sound of Music	 1991 
	 Little Mary Sunshine	 1992 
	 Anything Goes	 1993 
	 The Music Man	 1994	
	 Camelot	 1995
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 1996 
	 Godspell	 1997 

	 Brigadoon	 1997 
	 Anything Goes	 1998 
	 Oklahoma	 1999 
	 South Pacific	 2000 
	 Hello Dolly	 2001 
	 The Music Man	 2002 
	 The Sound of Music	 2003 
	 Les Misérables	 2004 
	 Guys and Dolls	 2004 
	 The Secret Garden	 2005 
	 Fiddler on the Roof	 2005 
	 Beauty and the Beast	 2006 
	 Camelot	 2006
	 Kiss Me, Kate	 2007	
	 Brigadoon	 2007 
	 The Secret Garden	 2008
	 Footloose	 2008	
	 A Christmas Carol	 2009 
	 West Side Story	 2010
	 Bye Bye Birdie	 2011
	 The Phantom of the Opera	 2012
	 White Christmas	 2012 
	 Les Misérables	 2013 
	 Beauty and the Beast	 2013
	 Grease	 2014
	 The Wizard of Oz	 2015
	 Mary Poppins	 2015
	 Little Shop of Horrors	 2016
	 Shrek the Musical	 2016
	 You’re a Good Man, 
	 Charlie Brown	 2017
	 Peter Pan	 2017
	 Spelling Bee	 2018
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